Mind the Gap:  keytakeawars

° e Higher perceived income inequality is
W hy I n eq u a I Ity associated with higher support for
spending on social assistance for the

poor in most countries

P e rce pt i O n S e Income and meritocratic beliefs are

negatively associated with support for

M a tte r fO r such policies

o . e The strength of the association varies
Soc I a I P o I I cy from country.to country .

e The effect is not present in the

country with the lowest income
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e Income inequality as vibrant problem 205
in many European countries (see
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e Problem: The support for redistributive
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< o Data from CRONOS3 waves 1° and 2*
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e We applied binary regressions per
country on whether the change in
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Figure 1: Gini coefficient for different european countries o
* We conducted the analysis in R and

(Data from: World Inequality Database?)

A Gini coefficient of 1indicates maximum income the reproduction code is available on
inequality, whereas a coefficient of O indicates perfect GitHub
equality
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Figure 3: Regression coefficients for binary
regressions on the support for social assistance for
all countries in the sample (N =7207)

DO Is the effect of perceived
income inequality robust
across different countries?

Figure 4 indicates that, for most
countries, rising perceived
income inequality is associated
with rising support for social
assistance on the poor.

The only country with a negative
coefficient is Czechia - the
country in the sample with the
lowest income inequality in
2023 (see figure ).

Rising awareness on
perceived income inequality
might increase the support on
policies benefiting the poor.

! Important limitation:
observational design and
methods do not allow causal
inference.

« Future directions: factors
influencing the perceived
income inequality (e.g., contact
with different media, political
beliefs, ...)

L Is perceiving an increase in
income inequality associated with
greater support for expanding
social-assistance spending to the
poor?

Rising perceived income
inequality is associated with a
higher support for social

assistance for the poor - even after
controlling for various covariates
and possible confounders.

At the same time, rising income
and meritocratic beliefs are
negatively associated with policy
support.
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Figure 4: Regression coefficients for binary
regressions on the support for social assistance
including all covariates and control variables.

* Significant coefficients (o < 0.05)



