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⚡️Key Takeaways:
Higher perceived income inequality is
associated with higher support for
spending on social assistance for the
poor in most countries
Income and meritocratic beliefs are
negatively associated with support for
such policies
The strength of the association varies
from country to country
The effect is not present in the
country with the lowest income
inequality in the data set

Anna Fuchs, Niklas Ippisch (LMU Munich)
I4NG Hackathon 11.6. - 16.6.

📚 Background
Income inequality as vibrant problem
in many European countries (see
Figure 1)
Support of the people is essential to
introduce redistributive policies
Perceived and actual income
distribution may vary strongly1

Problem: The support for redistributive
policies is currently rather low (see
figure 2)

🛠️ Method
Data from CRONOS3 waves 1  and 23 4

Missing values removed and weights
applied (N = 7207)
Analysis on systematic non-response
and missing values conducted
We applied binary regressions per
country on whether the change in
perceived income inequality
influences support for social
assistance for the poor
We conducted the analysis in R and
the reproduction code is available on
GitHub
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Figure 1: Gini coefficient for different european countries 
(Data from: World Inequality Database ) 2

A Gini coefficient of 1 indicates maximum income
inequality, whereas a coefficient of 0 indicates perfect

equality

Figure 2: The state should increase the spending on
social assistance on the poor

https://github.com/nippisch/Infra4NextGenHackathon
http://wid.world/data
https://www.canva.com/link?target=https%3A%2F%2Fcreativecommons.org%2Flicenses%2Fby%2F4.0%2F&design=DAGqI3E8xPo&accessRole=editor&linkSource=comment


Slovenia and the UK show
significant coefficients

Only level of education
and gender are non-
significant estimates

🔎  Is perceiving an increase in
income inequality associated with
greater support for expanding
social-assistance spending to the
poor?

⚡️ Rising perceived income
inequality is associated with a
higher support for social
assistance for the poor - even after
controlling for various covariates
and possible confounders.

At the same time, rising income
and meritocratic beliefs are
negatively associated with policy
support.

Figure 3: Regression coefficients for binary
regressions on the support for social assistance  for

all countries in the sample (N = 7207)
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All countries but Czechia
show positive coefficients

Figure 4: Regression coefficients for binary
regressions on the support for social assistance
including all covariates and control variables.  

* Significant coefficients (p < 0.05)

🔎  Is the effect of perceived
income inequality robust
across different countries?

Figure 4 indicates that, for most
countries, rising perceived
income inequality is associated
with rising support for social
assistance on the poor. 

The only country with a negative
coefficient is Czechia - the
country in the sample with the
lowest income inequality in
2023 (see figure 1) .

⚡️ Rising awareness on
perceived income inequality
might increase the support on
policies benefiting the poor.

⚠️ Important limitation:
observational design and
methods do not allow causal
inference.

📑  Future directions: factors
influencing the perceived
income inequality (e.g., contact
with different media, political
beliefs, ...)


